PHILOSOPHY 1
(PHILOSOPHICAL ANALYSIS)

Course Description: 
Philosophical Analysis; philosophical analysis integrates fundamental principles and lessons from history of philosophy, philosophy of language, epistemology, logic, philosophy of the human person, metaphysics, and ethics.

Credit:  3 units
RGEP Cluster:
Social Sciences and Philosophy (SSP)

Offered By:
Division of Social Sciences/College of Arts and Sciences

U.P. in the Visayas, Miagao, Iloilo

General Objectives:

1. To allow the students to recognize the fundamental function of philosophy, which is reflection; 

2. To give the students an encounter with ways of doing philosophy from the rich and wide traditions of the history of philosophy;

3. To reflect philosophically within their cultural, social, and individual contexts as a Filipino who is living in the 21st century.

Specific objectives:

1. To describe the different analyses (phenomenological and linguistic)

2. To describe the processes of questioning and listening

3. To describe and explain the process of learning and conceptualizing

4. To understand the function of the human mind (spirit, soul).

5. To understand a philosophical perspective of the body.

6. To understand the relation of the human mind (spirit) and the human body.

7. To understand the symbolic function of language.

Course outline

I.
“What is philosophy?”

A.
Reading Karl Jaspers’ “What is philosophy?”

B.
Reading Roque Ferriols, S.J. “Insight”

II.
The Five Senses and the Mind: The Process of Knowing

A. 
A phenomenology of the senses

1. What is phenomenology?

2. The five senses

3. A phenomenology of hearing and listening

B. 
Preconception, Perception, and Concept-formation

Activity: Different colored eyeglasses.
1. 
Pre-conception or Prejudgment

a.
Pre-conception as a condition of our being – Metaphor of eyeglasses

b.
Pre-conception as a tentative neutral prejudgment

c.
Pre-conceptions are continually expanded [or narrowed].

d.
Ordinarily, when people speak of “concepts” what they mean is “what is your pre-conception.”

2. 
Perception

a.
Perceptions begin with the presence of sense-stimuli.

b.
Perceptions are conditioned by our neutral pre-conceptions. The metaphor of eyeglasses applies here.

c.
Perceptions are transitory because of their material and sensible nature.

d.
Perception is a condition in making a judgment.

3. 
Concept-Formation

Activity: Identifying a novelty object.
a.
Forming a concept undergoes a process.

b.
Concept-formation involves one’s pre-conceptions and a particular [situational] learning task.

c.
The process is not always an explicit and logical procedure since concepts are also formed by accident.

d.
A concept is always the last step in learning something.

e.
A concept, therefore, is something always alive and dynamic. This means that a concept is always at work in our practical lives.

4. What is the mind?

a. The mind

Activity: Forming building blocks.
· What is the nature of the mind or spirit?

· The mind is a “common sense.”

· The mind is an animating principle, that is, it is a power or capacity that allows an organism to function according to its nature.

· The mind is not just the brain.

· The different manifestations of the mind or the spirit are the sciences, the arts, philosophy, and the human culture as a whole.



b. 
The mind and the body

· What is the body?

· What is the relation between the mind (or spirit) and the body?

· The body is my link to the world.

III. 
Language and Mind

Activity: Guiding a blind-folded fellow.
A.
Language is more than just a tool or instrument.

B.
The power of the human mind (spirit) is revealed through language.

C.
Referential Theory of Meaning

D.
Wittgenstein’s Theory of Language: Language Games

E.
Language is a network of relations.

F.
Language is essentially symbolic.

G.
Symbols are the contents (meaning) of the relations of reality and the human mind.
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Course Requirements/Grading Scheme:


5 Periodic Examinations

50%


Class Participation


20%


Final Examination


30%






100%
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